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Reviewers: November 2019 CBMR Reviews

Book Review

Jane Doe and the
Cradle of All Worlds
Author

Jeremy Lachlan

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
359

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541541771

Publisher

Carolrhoda Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Everyone thinks Jane Doe is cursed, because when her father
brought her to the Manor as a baby, the portal they came through
immediately closed and frequent earthquakes began. Her father,
now speechless, can’t give her answers, so Jane is growing up
knowing nothing about herself. That is, until the Manor drags her
father into its depths and, guided by a mysterious woman named
Winifred, Jane finds the Manor itself is dying. It’s up to her to save
it, or all the worlds will collapse. Along with an old friend, Violet,
and a trickster called Hickory, Jane uncovers secrets about her
past while the trio finds a way to stop the man who is trying to
take control of the Manor.
This book’s plot is exciting and unpredictable, with a lot of unique
and creative twists and turns that are easy to follow. While it is
completely a fantasy taking place in a fictional world, it also has
elements of adventure. Overall, the characters are well rounded
and strong. However, while most characters’ relationships are
realistic, Jane’s crush on Violet feels a little odd, since the two
were eight-year-old friends, but time-slips in the Manor make
them the same age. Also, while the dialogue is well constructed,
Hickory speaks mostly in incomplete sentences, which can be
disconcerting over time. This first book in the series is a fast read
that will engage readers, providing a nicely concluded ending for
this tale that readies readers for what comes next.
*Contains mild language
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Book Review

Lizzy McTizzy and
the Busy Dizzy Day
Author

Sarah Weeks

Illustrator
Lee Wildish

Reviewer

Gabrielle Borg

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Lizzy McTizzy is getting ready for a party, but she can’t find her
other shoe. She looks everywhere—in her couch, under the
cat, on the shelf—but her shoe is nowhere to be found. Finally,
she finds a shoe and hopes it’s the one, but it ends up being a
different shoe. Lizzy needs shoes to go to the party, but maybe
they don’t have to match. In the end, Lizzy goes to the party with
mismatched shoes and a bright smile. She’s proud to be herself.
This book tells a simple story of a child finding her identity. Filled
with vibrant color and wild pictures, this tale gets funnier as it
goes on. The humor, simplicity and message of the story help
the reader relate to Lizzy and her journey. Being yourself can be
difficult, but Sarah Weeks does a fantastic job of making sure
children know that it’s okay to be a little mismatched sometimes.
It’s okay if your shoes are different, as long as you enjoy being
yourself. This book is one that readers young and old will enjoy.

Pages
30

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062442055

Publisher
Harper

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

Peg + Cat:
The Pirate Problem
Author

Jennifer Oxley

Illustrator
Billy Aronson

Reviewer

Ashley McKenzie

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
48

Year
2017

Enjoying a relaxing day on an island, Peg and Cat realize they
brought only one cheese and pickle sandwich. The problem is
solved when the sandwich is torn into two equal pieces. But their
problems don’t end there; soon a band of hungry and cranky
pirates arrives. Searching the island for food, they soon find
16 peaches, which they learn they can easily divide among the
pirates. That is, until a mischievous monkey steals some of the
peaches, and they must add back some of the delicious food to
make everything equal again.
Based on the television series Peg + Cat, this level-two easy
reader is a great connection for readers who already love the
show. Six brief chapters outline the problems and solutions that
are all solved with a range of basic mathematical equations.
These real-life math applications can help readers learn about
division and addition, but the theme will also help them learn
about sharing. The illustrations mirror the television show, with
backgrounds that mimic children’s art by having more crisp
character design to help them stand out. While story elements
like the random appearance and disappearance of one of Peg’s
friends strain credibility in the plot construction, this is still a
wonderful text that will be accessible to new readers.

ISBN

9780763697891

Publisher

Candlewick
Entertainment

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Pencil: A Story
With A Point
Author

Ann Ingalls

Illustrator
Dean Griffiths

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Jackson and Pencil are best buds. They draw, pretend, imagine,
and play together until Jackson gets Tablet. Tablet can send
messages, play movies, and draw in color. Replaced by the cool,
new device, Pencil finds himself in the junk drawer along with all
the other lost and forgotten office supplies. Despite his efforts,
he cannot capture Jackson’s attention until he teams up with his
newfound friends to create a fun activity for Jackson and Pencil to
do together.
Pencil: A Story with a Point celebrates imagination, friendship,
and working together. One of the major themes of the book is the
value and benefit of collaborative work. Another theme is that
technology is no substitute for creative play. The text is clever with
kid-friendly puns throughout. The graphics are eye-catching and
colorful, making this a great book for children ages three to eight.
For adults, this book prompts conversation about technology and
its role in children’s lives.

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781772780475

Publisher

Pajama Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

Queen of the Sea
Author

Dylan Meconis

Illustrator

Dylan Meconis

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
394

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536204988

Publisher

Walker Books

After living in a convent on a deserted island for all twelve years
of her life, Margaret begins to uncover the secret of who she is.
When her best friend William leaves, she learns the island is
a prison for noble women who betray the crown. But Margaret
came here as a baby. How could a baby betray the crown? The
convent receives news that Queen Eleanor has been declared
an illegitimate child of the late king. Her half-sister Catherine
has claimed the throne. With this news comes a new prisoner,
the ex-queen Eleanor herself and several unwelcome guests to
guard her. Margaret becomes Eleanor’s companion and begins to
side with her, in hopes she could one day help William. Through
Eleanor, Margaret learns her true identity. She not only wants
William’s happiness, but Eleanor’s as well. Despite the danger
and possible dishonesty involved in conspiracy (may God forgive
her), Margaret decides to do what is best for all of her friends and
get Eleanor off the island.
This beautiful graphic novel is based loosely off the story of
Queen Elizabeth I. The places and people mentioned are not
real, but the details are historically accurate enough that they
could have been. In the pages are many fascinating facts about
medieval life. There is more text in this book than a regular
graphic novel, but it is still fast paced and well designed. The
story line is thrilling and entertaining with little quips from
Margaret’s imagination. Margaret’s childlike character is
relatable and believable. She has a fanciful view on life and a
distinct personality. She is a good example of love, loyalty, and
bravery. The warm illustrations are inviting and the characters
are endearing. The book flows smoothly from frame to frame.
While there is a light feel to the story line, it doesn’t sugarcoat the
difficulties Margaret faces. Illness, grief, loneliness, and moral
dilemmas are just a few things Margaret and her friends have to
work through. But, with each new challenge, Margaret puts on a
brave face and believes good things will come.
*Contains mild violence

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Rainbow Fairies:
Grace the Glitter Fairy
Author

Daisy Meadows

Illustrator

Daisy Meadows

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
65

Year
2005

Rachel and Kirsty are helping their neighbors, the Coopers, plan
a birthday party. But one of Jack Frost’s goblins tries to ruin it
by destroying the party decorations and putting holes in the
balloons. The girls know that they have to stop him, so with the
help of Grace, the three girls set a trap. Grace sets her sparkly
pink party bag on the table, knowing it will lure the goblin in, and
it does just the trick. The goblin is captured and sent back to
Fairyland so that Jamie Cooper can have a wonderful birthday
party.
Grace the Glitter Fairy is the third book in The Party Fairies
miniseries within the Rainbow Magic series. This book is perfect
for readers transitioning to the chapter book format. Like in most
transitional readers, there are illustrations strewn throughout
the book, which allows for less text on a page, thus aiding a new
reader’s comprehension. The chapters are short but still allow
for many events. The variety of plot elements helps readers build
deeper comprehension, especially when information learned
in the beginning of the book helps both the characters and the
readers predict forthcoming events. Although the story line is
predictable, especially if the reader has read other books in the
series, the extensive list of titles available will allow readers to
have a multitude of fairy adventures from which to choose.

ISBN

9780545221702

Publisher

Scholastic, Inc.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

Reality Boy
Author
A.S. King

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
368

Year
2013

ISBN

9780316222709

Publisher

Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

Misbehaving is just a part of being a kid. But in Gerald’s case, it’s
hard to escape his troubled early childhood years. Gerald and his
family were on a reality TV show called Network Nanny, where the
nanny tried to correct Gerald’s bad behavior on television. Even
if he wants to leave the past behind, it seems like the rest of the
world wants him to keep living it forever. Gerald is a teenager now,
but what the viewers of the show didn’t see is that Gerald and
his entire family live in constant fear of Gerald’s older sister, and
she didn’t improve after the show. But Gerald is ready to live a
life beyond anger and resentment. There’s a beautiful girl at work
that he’s interested in, and even though his anger management
coach has cautioned him against dating, he doesn’t know if he
can resist her. And the more Gerald gets to know her, the more
he learns that everyone carries baggage from the past, even if it
wasn’t featured on TV.
Reality Boy covers a lot of themes that are relevant but not
frequently discussed. For example, Gerald is abused at the
hands of his older sister. Though sibling abuse is common, it is
often normalized in media and viewed as inevitable. This book,
however, shows the detrimental effects of such abuse and also
follows Gerald’s journey as he opens up about the truth of his
childhood and takes actions in order to be emotionally and
physically safe. Also, reality TV shows are a big part of American
culture, but the real lives of the people in these shows is largely
unknown. This book sheds light on the ways that even supposedly
candid TV is manufactured for an audience. Network Nanny
was edited to portray Gerald in a not entirely truthful way, which
exposes that TV networks are highly motivated by money and are
not necessarily concerned with presenting reliable information
to viewers. Though Gerald’s story is a pretty unique one, it could
help a reader to be a more critical recipient of media messages.
*Contains severe language, moderate sexual content, and mild
violence.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Release
Author

Patrick Ness

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
288

Year
2017

ISBN

9780062403193

Publisher
HarperTeen

It’s another day in the life of Adam Thorn, a gay teen who is
exploring his sexuality and identity, all while living under the
roof of his father, who is a close-minded preacher in their small
town. Even though his parents know that Adam is gay, the family
doesn’t discuss it, as if Adam will just forget about it if they never
bring it up. This is a complicated day for Adam, fraught with
confrontations, shocking announcements, and also tremendous
heartache. Adam has to figure out how to be his own biggest
supporter in every aspect of his life. Adam learns that, even if he
can’t control who and what he loves, he can decide that some
opportunities and people are better left unpursued. By the end
of the day, Adam knows that things are going to start changing
in ways he never would have expected before today, but he is
confident that he can handle whatever comes his way.
The events of this book take place in the course of a single day,
though it is easy to forget because there is a lot of background
provided about Adam’s life that comes from flashbacks. Since
sexuality is a very contentious part of Adam’s life, some sexual
encounters between two men are described in enough detail that
the sexual content is severe. However, the interaction also shows
a lot of emotional intimacy between the two characters. While
many scenes in young adult novels depicting sexuality, especially
between two gay characters, tend to be gratuitously graphic,
this scene is meaningful and respectful. However, despite the
important themes covered, the book also has some weaknesses.
Because the book takes place over the course of only one day
and Adam has interactions with so many people throughout the
course of that day, many of the relationships in his life remain
underdeveloped. For example, Adam has a complex relationship
with the members of his family, but those relationships are not
explored in any great depth, and the characters end up fairly twodimensional.
*Contains severe sexual content, severe language, mild drug
abuse.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

Roar of a Snore
Author

Marsha Diane Arnold

Illustrator
Pierre Pratt

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

A loud roar of a snore is keeping Jack awake. He prowls through
the house trying to find the culprit. It’s not the baby or mama or
daddy. Since everyone is now awake, they pursue the sound out
to the barn, where a tiny snoring kitten is discovered in the hay.
Welcoming the kitten into their family, everyone settles down
in the barn to get some rest, but just one farm over the sound
carries on.
This is an adorable bedtime story told in rhyme. The quirky
illustrations add to the mystery and fun in equal measure.
Because each family member in the book emits some sort
of slumber sound, this book removes the stigma of snoring,
making it a wonderful story for kids who snore or who need help
understanding other people who do. In the end, the revelation
that the loudest sound comes from the smallest and cutest farm
member is delightful. If you have a loud sleeper at home, this
would be a perfect book to check out.

Pages
32

Year
2005

ISBN

9780803734531

Publisher
Dial Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Ryan Higa’s
How to Write Good
Author

Ryan Higa

Illustrator
John Nugroho

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
100

Year
2017

ISBN

9780316404079

Publisher

Little, Brown and
Company

Ryan Higa is finally writing a book with the friendly ghostwriter,
Sarah Tomlinson. In thirteen different lessons, Ryan teaches
about pacing, foreshadowing, dialogue, the importance of
details, and character development, among many other things.
With a brief lesson at the beginning of each chapter, Ryan then
delves into his own story growing up. Ryan grew up in Hawaii as
a carefree child—that is, at least until his mother put him in a
private school away from all his friends. Ryan then had to deal
with bullying and the dark thoughts that surrounded him. As Ryan
changed his perspective and took control of his life, we follow him
though his high school years and the troubles that he got into.
The story ends by showing how Ryan developed his hobbies and
became the YouTube celebrity that he currently is.
Ryan Higa is hilarious. Interspersed within each chapter are little
comics where Ryan breaks the fourth wall and discusses certain
aspects about the book with the ghostly Sarah Tomlinson (all
drawn in different places around the world). The comic strips
are witty, and the illustrator does a great job capturing the
most hilarious facial expressions. Ryan really shows you how to
implement certain writing aspects instead of just telling you by
using his own tips in the story he writes. He often jokes about
his life story but also deals with some sensitive issues such
as suicidal thoughts, abuse of weight loss supplements, and
bullying. He will often come out after a certain scene and talk
about what he would tell his younger self. Not only is the story
super fun to read about, but Ryan also brings up some really
good writing points. You get the best of every aspect, as it is fun,
inspirational, educational, and teaches you how to deal with life.
This book has a lesson for every age.
*Contains mild substance abuse and mild language.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

Savvy
Author

Ingrid Law

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
342

Year
2008

ISBN

9780142414330

Publisher

In the Beaumont family, each person has their own superpower,
known as a ‘savvy,’ that they discover on their thirteenth
birthday. Mississippi, “Mibs” for short, is about to encounter this
monumental day. She is nervous and excited about unearthing
her savvy. But on her birthday, her Poppa gets into an accident
and is rushed to the hospital with little hope for survival. This
event sets Mibs and her siblings on a forty-eight-hour adventure
to get to the hospital, hoping to save their father using their
savvies. Along the way, they meet many new friends that help
them with their quest.
Savvy is a coming-of-age novel. Most children imagine what it
would be like to have magical powers, and this makes Mibs an
engaging character, who not only has the struggles of a normal
teenager but has a new superpower that she must learn to
control. The overarching theme that everyone has a savvy inside
of them but they must realize it will certainly resonates with many
readers. Many areas of the book provide for deeper discussion.
For example, one quote in the book states, “I was discovering that
sometimes the outcome of a choice was almost as hard to predict
or to control as a new savvy.” Drawing this connection between
having a savvy to the real life choices that children might confront
allows readers to think about their own struggles and how they
might approach them.

Scholastic, Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

11

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 40 [2019], Iss. 11, Art. 1

Book Review

See No Color
Author

Shannon Gibney

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
185

Year
2015

ISBN

9781467776820

Publisher

Carolrhoda Lab

Alex Kirtridge has always been a baseball player, and that’s
always been enough. As she matures, however, life starts to
change. Her body is no longer made for baseball, so the boys on
her former pro-player dad’s team are passing her up. Alex is also
becoming more uncomfortable with her race. As a biracial girl
adopted into a white family, she’s always looked too black to be
white and acted too white to be black. Whenever someone calls
Alex black, her parents say that she’s mixed - as if being whiter
makes her better. But Alex’s skin color can’t be changed, and
she starts looking into her birth family. When she starts dating
Reggie, the first black person to ever show interest in her, her
uncertainty increases. Is she black or white? Is she a baseball
player or not? Are the people who raised her who she should
call family? In the end, the only person who can answer these
questions is Alex.
This beautifully written book flows well and is an easy read, all
while addressing deep issues that will leave the reader pondering.
An inconclusive end allows the reader to think even further on the
important topics covered in the storyline. This book speaks about
racial identity issues and color blindness, as it portrays Alex’s
struggles when her parents ignore her differences from the rest
of the family. It addresses issues of subtle racism that can have
a big impact on a person. Alex learns to be confident with who
she is as she decides not to hide her color, her family, and her
wild and crazy hair. This example of confidence is a great moral
for teens of any race to learn. This book is a wonderful read full of
important and impactful messages.
*Contains severe language and severe sexual content

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Reviewers: November 2019 CBMR Reviews

Book Review

Serafina and the
Twisted Staff
Author

Robert Beatty

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
400

Year
2017

ISBN

9781484778067

Publisher

Disney-Hyperion

Serafina considers herself the protector of the Biltmore, the
Vanderbilt’s home hidden in the forests of North Carolina. There
she and her best friend Braeden, the Vanderbilt’s nephew, have
defeated the Black Cloak that had kidnapped generations of
men, women, and children. But now, as they try to distinguish
friend from foe to uncover the dark force controlling the animals
of Biltmore, they face a different enemy. Facing a twisted staff
and shape-changing owl sorcerers requires of all of their courage
and strength, and they unite to defeat them. Then, just when
Biltmore seems secure, Serafina sees a form in the forest and it
is clear that things may not be as safe as they would seem.
This is another great installment in a series with extraordinary
twelve-year-old heroes. The characters are true and loyal friends
with noble hearts and grand ambitions. Their determination
once they have set a course of action is admirable, and young
readers will want to be like them. Themes in the story include
friendship, family ties, trust, and loyalty. The friendship,
adventures, supernatural powers, and intelligent animals create
an environment that readers will be loath to leave behind when
the story ends. The text is well written with an interesting, fast
moving plot that captures and keeps reader’s attention, making it
one of those tales that is hard not to read in one sitting. This is a
great series with lots of paranormal content, but the violence can
be brutal, so some readers may need to approach with caution.
*Moderate violence.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Shadow House #1:
The Gathering
Author

Dan Poblocki

Reviewer

Amanda Morgna

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
215

Year
2016

ISBN

9781338091274

Publisher

Scholastic Inc.

Poppy, Marcus, and Azumi are all haunted. Poppy sees a girl
in mirrors. Marcus constantly hears music. Azumi has vivid
sleepwalking nightmares. They, along with two young actors,
Dash and Dylan, all receive invitations to the Larkspur Mansion.
However, all their invitations are different. Poppy thinks she’s
going to live with a long-lost great aunt. Marcus thinks he’s going
to a music school. Azumi thinks she’s going to a boarding school.
Dash and Dylan think they’ve been cast in a horror film. When
they arrive and meet each other, they quickly realize the mansion
is nothing like they thought. They appear to be completely alone,
until mysterious masked children start appearing. Terrified, they
decide it’s time to leave. Unfortunately, the doors are all locked.
They try to break windows, but to no avail. They are trapped.
Soon, they are also hunted. In this first book of the Shadow
House series, the children have to learn to trust each other as
they uncover the mysteries of Larkspur Mansion.
This thrilling book is very well written. The plot is smooth, yet
unpredictable. The characters are unique and realistic. The book
is supposed to be a horror and it is satisfyingly frightening, but
not too frightening for a middle school aged reader. The targeted
audience seems to be middle school aged children because
the main characters are around that age, but the writing isn’t
so juvenile that an older teen couldn’t enjoy it. Unfortunately,
the artwork often doesn’t correspond with the story. Also, the
catch phrases decorating the book don’t relate or support the
plot either. However, while the format of the book is cheesy and
scattered, the writing of the book is organized and well thought
out. The reader may feel as though he or she is in the haunted
mansion as well. With suspenseful events and unexpected twists
in every chapter, this story holds the reader’s interest until the
very end.
*Contains mild violence

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

Snow-White and the
Seven Dwarfs: A Tale
from the Brothers Grimm
Author

Jacob Grimm and
Wilhelm K. Grimm

Translator
Randall Jarrell

Illustrator

Nancy Ekholm Burkert

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Year
1987

ISBN

9780374468682

Publisher
Square Fish

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Long ago, a queen wished for a lovely little girl with black hair,
white skin, and rosy cheeks. Her wish is granted, but she does
not live to raise her child. The king’s second wife became very
jealous of the blossoming young woman’s beauty. Snow White’s
stepmother possesses an overly honest magic mirror, and she
asks it regularly who the most beautiful woman in the kingdom is.
One day her stepdaughter surpasses her in beauty, and the proud
queen plots her demise. After a couple unsuccessful attempts to
kill Snow White, the queen disguises herself as a hag and brings
her a poisoned red apple. The dwarfs Snow White has been living
with have no cure for the poison, but a passing prince does. He
gives her a kiss of true love, which revives her, and he carries her
off to the castle. Snow White’s evil stepmother dies a gruesome
death at their wedding.
This picture book retells the harsh original story recorded by the
Brothers Grimm, with the most beautiful illustrations imaginable.
These pieces of art have vibrant color that somehow remains soft
and graceful. The illustrator captures a peaceful essence that
softens the brutality of the tale. The illustrative style is similar to
fairy tale works by Scott Gustafson and James Christiansen. They
use rich color with a looser, less defined style that is slightly more
impressionistic and dreamy. The artwork feels more comforting
with this illustrator’s lighter, less defined touch. There are many
different versions of this tale, including ones where the evil
queen transforms into a dragon before the prince slays her with
his sword. This version goes a step further, vilifying the queen
beyond her evil deeds and dehumanizing her to a great extent,
possibly making her death more acceptable and less traumatic
for children. This is a great book for those who do not shy away
from villains who get their just desserts in the end, or princesses
who don’t have a perfect family life.
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Book Review

Sticker Girl and the
Cupcake Challenge
Author

Janet Tashjian

Illustrator
Inga Wilmink

Reviewer

Deborah Le Starge

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
184

Year
2018

ISBN

9781250196477

Publisher

Martina is just an ordinary girl with a very surprising secret. She
has a sheet of stickers that magically come alive. After peeling
off a talking cupcake to help her advertise for a school bake
sale, Martina catches the attention of a TV show host and lands
on the show “Cupcake Challenge.” With help from her magical
stickers, Martina and her friend Bev are able to do their best
in the competition and find a way to help keep Martina’s dad’s
restaurant in business as well.
The plot in this book makes it a fun, light read. Even when it
seems like everything will go wrong, it all works out in the end.
The story line progresses well, giving just enough time for each
main part of the plot, and it is not too predictable. One theme
throughout the book is that if we try our best, things will work out
in the end. This book also shows the importance of family when
Martina and her older brother help their dad in his restaurant.
Family ties are also seen when Martina’s brother helps her
win the cupcake challenge. Another thing to note is that a few
references were made about events that happened in the
previous books in the series. These details weren’t necessary to
understand the story line, but they weren’t a reference the reader
would fully understand unless they read the other books. The end
of this book includes a page of stickers identical to Martina’s.
This is fun for the reader and connects them more to the main
character. It also encourages creativity and imagination by letting
the reader pretend like their stickers are magic and see what they
could do with them.

Henry Holt and Company

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

Stickmen’s
Guide to Watercraft
Author

John Farndon

Illustrator

John Paul de Quay

Reviewer

Kristie Hinckley

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
31

Year
2016

Join the Stickmen (literally stick-figure men) as they explore how
different kinds of watercraft work. Investigate passenger ships,
aircraft carriers, cargo ships, sailboats, submarines, hovercrafts,
and even some strange watercraft inventions, like cow-powered
paddleboats, water bikes, wave-walkers, and dolphin boats.
Get up-close views from the control room of a watercraft, and
learn how to identify the control room when you’re looking at the
outside of a ship. Learn interesting information and facts, such as
the history of watercraft, how submarines dive under water, how
many tons a passenger ship weighs, and what navigation systems
an aircraft carrier uses.
This nonfiction book has very small text. It includes many text
features like detailed diagrams, a glossary with uncommon
words, and a historical timeline. The stick-figure pictures that
have been colored in will remind readers of books like Diary of
a Wimpy Kid. Similar to that book, the humorous cartoon-like
illustrations and visually appealing bright colors will probably
attract a young reader, but the vocabulary and facts are better
suited to children in fifth through eighth grade. After reading this
book, a reader will likely want to go on a cruise, learn to control a
sailboat, or see the imaginary wave-walker in action.

ISBN

9781467795937

Publisher

Lerner Publishing Group,
Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Sun and Moon,
Ice and Snow
Author

Jessica Day George

Reviewer

Cassidy Wells

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
352

Year
2008

ISBN

9781599901091

The classic fairy tale Beauty and the Beast is retold in Nordic
fashion as Sun and Moon, Ice and Snow. The author takes you on
a grand adventure to places at the edge of the world. The palace
east of the sun and west of the moon is cursed, and it is up to
a nameless young girl to put an end to the curse and save the
people she loves. The lass must uncover the deep, dark secrets
of the trolls without harming her family or a mysterious white
bear. Full of romance, sacrifice, and adventure, Sun and Moon,
Ice and Snow is a wonderful twist on the time-honored story of a
girl falling in love with a beast.
Sun and Moon, Ice and Snow teaches the important lesson of not
judging a book by its cover. The lass must learn to look beyond
the fur and claws of the bear in order to see the prince that lies
beneath. This book would be great to use in the classroom when
teaching about comparisons between different types of fairy
tales. The author does a great job of painting the setting in this
story, taking the reader on an incredible journey to the white
wonderland of Norway. There are many details describing the
setting that help the reader envision where the story takes place,
such as the description of the ice palace and the family cottage.
Overall, this book teaches the reader how to fight for the things
they care most about.

Publisher

Bloomsbury USA
Childrens

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

The Bear Who
Wasn’t There
Author

LeUyen Pham

Illustrator
LeUyen Pham

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
40

There may not be a bear in this book, but there is most definitely
a duck. A very persistent duck who doesn’t think you really need
to see a bear, or find a bear, or read about a bear. You should
read HIS book, The Duck Who Showed Up. He presents and
pushes the book many times. This book is a shameless tool for
the duck to promote his own agenda. But wait, what is that at the
very end? Hiding under the book jacket? That’s a bear! There IS a
bear in this book! That attention-seeking quack had better watch
out!
This is a cute story with bright illustrations that will delight
readers with the duck’s shameless self-promotion and twist
ending. It will only be a surprise the first time through, but young
readers will find repeated joy in the duck’s antics and seeing the
many other animals contained within the pages. There is plenty
to see on each page, and the theme opens an opportunity to talk
with children about appropriate ways to seek attention without
calling all of the attention to oneself. The book broaches this topic
with humor which makes for a safe environment to discuss such
issues.

Year
2016

ISBN

9781596439702

Publisher

Roaring Book Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Breakaways
Author

Cathy G. Johnson

Illustrator

Cathy G. Johnson,
Kevin Czap

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Significant Shortcomings

Level

Intermediate

Pages
210

Year
2019

On her first day of middle school, Faith breaks out of her
comfort zone and joins a rag-tag girls soccer team called the
Bloodhounds. The Bloodhounds are the C Team, which means
they’re the worst team. That’s okay because no one on the team
really wants to be there anyway. The team is very diverse and,
consequently, conflicts easily arise. Sweet and sensitive Faith
tries her best to unify the team. Her efforts aren’t perfect, but
in the end everyone on the team learns they have a lot more in
common than they initially thought.
This book is in graphic novel form. The idea behind it is definitely
a good one. Messages of acceptance and love are major themes,
especially acceptance and love towards those who identify
with the LGBTQ+ community. Notwithstanding these positive
messages, the story itself falls short. The story line is difficult to
follow. The illustrations don’t flow very well and the reader might
find themselves looking back over a page multiple times before
figuring out what happened. The stories of multiple characters are
told, but many seem underdeveloped. Because of this, it can be
hard to develop attachments to the characters. In the eyes of an
adult the book may fall short, however, a middle school-aged child
could probably still enjoy it.
*Contains mild sexual content

ISBN

9781250196941

Publisher
First Second

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

The Chickens
Are Coming!
Author

Barbara Samuels

Illustrator

Barbara Samuels

Reviewer

Deborah Le Starge

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
40

Year

The chickens are coming, and Sophie and Winston are excitedly
telling everyone in town. Once the coop is ready and the chickens
have arrived, the siblings try everything they can think of to
encourage the chickens to lay eggs. In a surprising turn of events,
the first eggs finally arrive, but now the chickens are the ones
missing. Luckily, Sophie has an idea that helps them find their
new pets and everything is settled again.
This book would be a fun way to introduce the concept of raising
chickens to children, showing them how much fun it can be. In a
humorous way, it shows there are different kinds of pets someone
can have that go beyond the typical cat or dog. The setting of
this book is in the city, with tall apartment buildings surrounding
the family’s backyard. This allows the illustrator to show the
reaction of their neighbors to the news of their new pets, bringing
a different aspect to the story that is not captured in the text
alone. The personalities of the main characters are revealed as
they creatively try to convince the chickens to lay eggs. At the end,
Sophie makes a list to keep track of and categorize the chickens.
Readers could make a similar chart to list characteristics of their
own pets or compare different types of the same animal.

2019

ISBN

9780374300975

Publisher

Farrar Straus Giroux
Books for Young Readers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Drowned Cities,
Ship Breaker #2
Author

Paolo Bacigalupi

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Significant Shortcomings

Level

Young Adult

Pages
464

Year
2013

ISBN

9780316056229

Publisher

Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

In the harsh world of the Drowned Cities, it’s difficult to remember
what it means to be human. Malia and Mouse are both refugees
under the care of a kind doctor, who is teaching Malia his craft.
Though Malia and Mouse aren’t related, they take care of each
other like siblings would. One day, they stumble across a dying
half-man named Tool as they’re walking through the jungle.
Half-men were engineered by scientists to be nearly unbeatable
opponents in the wars. Since half-men aren’t even human, it’s
unthinkable to consider negotiating with him. After all, his only
instincts are for survival. But Malia and Mouse live in a harsh
world, and everyone, human or not, is just trying to survive. They
discover that they have more in common with Tool than they
thought.
The Drowned Cities is a companion novel to Bacigalupi’s other
young adult novel, Ship Breaker. Though reading Ship Breaker
isn’t necessary to understand the events in The Drowned Cities, it
does continue with the same world of desperation and depravity.
The Drowned Cities is a very high-action read. Though some
readers may find it easier to read because of the emphasis
on conflict, other readers may become bored, as the plot and
character development are sacrificed for the harsh depiction of
war. The events are gripping, but the world the characters are
living in is so impersonal and barbaric that the characters seem
that way as well, and it can be difficult to connect to their story or
relate to their experience. Additionally, the intensity and general
tone of desperation that is present throughout the story makes it
best suited to readers who are not sensitive to harsh books. Even
without the language and violence, the book is definitely more
appropriate for older readers, and the tone may be too heavy for
even many young adult readers.
*Contains moderate violence and mild language.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1

22

Reviewers: November 2019 CBMR Reviews

Book Review

The Immortal Game
Book 1: Mortal Danger
Author

Ann Aguirre

Reviewer

Becca Wilhite

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
372

Year
2014

ISBN

9781250024640

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends

Edie, having been bullied to the edge of her ability to carry on,
is prepared to jump from a bridge when she’s discovered by the
mysterious and devastatingly handsome Kian who offers her a
deal. With his help, she can be transformed physically and pay
back the awful high-powered clique at her prestigious Boston
high school. But there is a catch, after she cashes in her three
favors, she’ll owe Kian’s bosses three favors. Deciding her life is
worth at least that much, Edie signs on for a revenge plot that
throws her first into the tier-one popular clique at school and then
into horrifying, deadly danger. With Kian at her side, they press
against the secretive controllers of the organization, only to find
their strength matched and sometimes outmatched by forces of
otherworldly strength.
Breathless pacing carries the reader through Edie’s horrifying
adventure. With a science-fiction transformation into the ideal
version of herself, Aguirre touches on the idea of physical
perfection and the thought that the beautiful are problem-free,
a misjudgment she quickly lets readers confront. Edie’s past,
bullied at the hands of the most popular, echoes in her present
as she allows and then witnesses retribution far more shattering
than anything she ever experienced. Exploring the intended and
unintended fallout will cause readers to question the ethics of
revenge. Add to this a deadly and secretive otherworldly power
that pulls strings in both Edie and Kian’s lives, and Aguirre has
concocted a page-turner with fantastic elements and familiar
consequences.
*Violence (from mild to severe), language (from mild to severe),
sexuality (moderate), drinking

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The League of
Unexceptional Children
Author

Gitty Daneshvari

Reviewer

Becky Jamieson

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
240

Year
2015

ISBN

9780316405706

Publisher

Jonathan Murray and Shelley Brown are very forgettable children.
However, their lives change forever when they are recruited by
the secret spy organization called the League of Unexceptional
Children. Tasked with hunting down the source of an information
leak at the White House, they follow one of the suspects—and
even when they are seen, they are soon forgotten. Then when
they learn of the time and location of a meet-up between the
information thief and his buyer, it is up to them to catch the
culprit.
This is a unique spy story because the fun main characters are
not the larger-than-life super geniuses found in some spy stories.
Here the characters may be unexceptional kids, but that does
not mean they are normal. For example, Shelley talks all the time
but never actually expects anyone to be listening, and Jonathan
wears pants that tell the world, “I am going to pay my taxes when
I grow up.” These unique traits make them so quirky and fun to
read about. The important theme of the book is that everyone
has an individual way of helping others because of their own
characteristics. Along with this motivational message, the book
is simply entertaining because of lighthearted writing style which
allows readers to not take the book too seriously.
Mild violence as the kids jump on top of the thief to capture him.

Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

The League of
Unexceptional
Children: Get Smart-ish
Author

Gitty Daneshvari

Reviewer

Becky Jamieson

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
240

Year
2016

ISBN

9780316405744

Publisher

Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Jonathan and Shelley are given a mission to deal with a threat
to national security once again, this time in the United Kingdom.
They are tasked to find a rogue child operative named Nina who
has in her possession a chemical virus that can make people
more confused and less smart. They work with three British spies
named Randolph, Darwin, and Hattie to stop Nina. However,
Jonathan and Shelley realize that not everything they have been
told about Nina is adding up. They learn that she has been trying
to destroy the chemical before Randolph, Darwin, and Hattie
can get their hands on it. They want to use it on people before
they commit crimes. In the end, Jonathan and Shelley help Nina
destroy the chemical, and the other three young agents are fired
as spies.
This was a good sequel that stayed true to the characters from
the first book. They are just as quirky and clueless. Readers that
liked the first book will enjoy following Jonathan and Shelley
on their next adventure in a fun, new setting. This book does a
good job of having a stand-alone plot and enough background
information so someone who did not read the first book could
follow and enjoy the story. Furthermore, the author set the book
up for a child audience by keeping the characters young and
relatable. The book contains enough adults to make it believable.
However, none of these grown-ups play important roles in the
book. Both the heroes and the villains are young people dealing
not only with world-ending issues, but also the struggles of self
discovery.
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Book Review

The Little
Pink Rosebud
Author

Sara Cone Bryant,
Retold by Jennifer Shand

Illustrator
Sally Garland

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781486715558

Publisher

Flowerpot Press

This is a story about a little pink flower named Rosebud who
lives underground, deep within the confines of the soil. Rosebud
feels safe and secure there, unburdened by the annoyances and
dangers of the outside world. One day the little pink Rosebud
hears some obtrusive tapping on her dark and uninviting door. It’s
Rain who wants desperately to come inside, but despite its soft
and gentle attempts, the little flower turns it away to return to its
homestead in the sky. Next, Sun comes to visit Rosebud. It has a
soft and welcoming voice, but can’t entice the little flower either,
and is sent back to where it came from up above the clouds.
Finally, Rain and Sun decide to make the journey together to
persuade the little tiny Rosebud to come out of her dreary home.
When Rosebud finally concedes, the tiny flower discovers a whole
new universe, one in which it can blossom and experience the
growth that only the open horizons can provide!
Jennifer Shand does an extraordinary job of retelling this precious
story! The Little Pink Rosebud was originally created by Sara
Cone Bryant, and although it’s a picture book, it is appropriate
for children of various ages, including those between the ages of
5 and 9. The reading level of this story is second to third grade.
Not only is this adorable book filled with amazing illustrations
that perfectly fit the mood of the text, it is full of meaning and
conveys a message that is bound to touch the hearts of many
young children. Having a willingness to explore, as well as
openness to change is essential to proper development. This
message is artfully and powerfully spoken through the text. With
these elements children can achieve their greatest dreams and
aspirations, a sentiment worth sharing with all youngsters!

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

The Magnificent Mya
Tibbs #2: The Wall of
Fame Game
Author

Crystal Allen

Illustrator
Eda Kaban

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
272

Mya Tibbs has a lot going on in her world at the moment. She
signed herself up for the fourth grade Wall of Fame game,
solely to win a bet against one of her classmates. She entered
Bluebonnet’s chili cook-off, even though she’s never cooked on
her own. On top of all that, her family is also busy preparing for
the birth of their new baby girl. With the help of those closest to
her, Mya’s reasons for getting onto the Wall of Fame change, and
she learns that the chili cook-off is about more than winning. As
the cherry on top, baby Macey arrives safe and sound.
Mya is back in the second book of the series with all her lovable
cowgirl spunk. Although she is the protagonist, the book’s
supporting cast is just as important and likable. Mya and the
other characters encounter situations that may be typical for
children their age, making them fun and relatable for readers
in the primary and intermediate age ranges. Each character
is unique and their different talents are highlighted. Author
Crystal Allen does a very nice job of infusing the narrative with
educational facts in an enjoyable manner, making this a great
book to use both in the classroom and at home.

Year
2017

ISBN

9780062342362

Publisher
Balzer + Bray

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Naming
Book One of Pellinor
Author

Alison Croggon

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Dependable

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
512

Year
2017

ISBN

9780763694432

A teen slave girl, Maerad, has music and magic in her blood.
While milking cows she meets a bard, Cadvan, and brings him
food. He helps her escape, and together they set out to save their
kingdom while Maerad develops her musical and magical skills.
Their quest leads them through enchanted forests and schools of
magic, across deserts, and finally to the sea. They face good and
evil forces, and Maerad’s magical powers grow more powerful
than anyone but Cadvan might expect.
This is a reliable, interesting, but not particularly engaging read.
Parts of it recall episodes in Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit.
This makes it a fun fantasy, but like Tolkien’s tales, parts of this
story are a bit long winded. Maerad is a little hard to connect
with. She has led a brutal life, and a large part of her post-slavery
development includes her experience with menstruating for the
first and subsequent times. This is a bit off-putting. She also lacks
social experience and, sometimes, empathy. This is realistic, but
hard to connect with. Maerad and Cadvan are great examples
of courage, conviction, and friendship. Their budding romance is
tender, though it feels a little strange that he may be hundreds
of years her senior. This is a good, reliable adventure book for a
fluffy summer read.
*Moderate violence. maturation content, mild sexual inuendo

Publisher
Candlewick

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/1
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Book Review

The Orphan
and the Polar Bear
Author

Sakiasi Qaunaq

Illustrator

Eva Widermann

Reviewer

Maryn Wheeler

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
29

A long time ago, an orphan boy was mistreated by the men in
his village each time they went hunting. After a while, a watchful
polar bear offers to teach him. He takes him back to his camp
and trains him to hunt seals with a harpoon. Soon some of the
polar bears also mistreat the orphan, but he earns respect when
the elder polar bear advises him to stand up for himself. After
teaching him all that he can, the polar bear returns the orphan now changed into a strong man - back to his village.
The Orphan and the Polar Bear is a beautiful Inuit coming-of-age
story by Sakiasi Qaunao, a traditional Nunavummiut storyteller.
The story reminds us that our experiences can strengthen us,
and that we can learn from many sources. The beautiful full-page
illustrations are filled with detail, expression, and movement, and
support the text in showing a clear place and time in the setting.
Qaunao retells this tale to preserve the rich culture for future
generations. The foreword explaining the storytelling tradition of
the Canadian North and an additional author biography make this
book an excellent source for learning about Inuit storytelling.

Year
2011

ISBN

9781772272291

Publisher

Inhabit Media Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Paper Magician
Author

Charlie N. Holmberg

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
224

Year
2014

ISBN

9781477823835

Publisher
47North

Bonding her magic to paper was far from Ceony’s first choice.
In fact, almost any other branch of magic would have pleased
her more. Nevertheless, she has an inner drive to be the best
at anything she undertakes and begins to make rapid progress
with her paper studies. There is something mysterious about her
master Magician, Emery Thane, who suddenly disappears for
a week without explanation. When he returns, an evil magician
weilding forbidden blood magic is hot on his trail. The evil mage
literally steals Emery’s heart and Ceony is barely able to patch
together a paper pump to hold him together while she sets out on
a quest to find it. Along the way she develops her talents for paper
spells, learns a great deal about a magician’s heart, and makes a
few discoveries about her own.
In this great book, readers will enjoy the adventure, mild
romance, and find something to relate to. Readers who struggle
with sorrow, guilt, and past regrets will connect with Ceony as
she experiences some of Emery’s regrets and suffering. These
lead her to reveal a deep regret from her past: the loss of a
friend to suicide. Helping Emery overcome his guilt helps Ceony
to let go of her own. Ceony is an excellent example of courage,
determination, and practical approaches to problem solving. The
story is set in Victorian London, adding an enchanting backdrop
and lots of wardrobe fun. This book is highly recommended for its
humor, entertainment, and themes of the heart.
*Moderate violence
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